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To my dear, departed parents, Sadye Irene Fleming and Earl Adam
Wildermuth, for my very beings my name; my care and nurture and
my long line of German, Scotch and Irish ancestors who did o
much to settle and build this great Land of ours.,

To my dear wife, Dorothy Marie Davis, who spent many long hours
waiting for me to finish my poring over old court records and
documents in my quest faor my '"raoots",




MEANINGS OF FAMILY NAMES *¥

Usually family names are based on one's place.of residence or oc-
cupation. Practically all of the European family names were de-
rived in one or other of the following ways:

(1) From the head of the household's place of resi-
dence;
(2) From the head of household's occupation;

(3) From the father's name; i.e. Johnson - son of
John}

(4) From a descriptive nickname.

BOESHAR =--
BOURTINE -~

HOFMAN =-- (German) One who worked a large farm either as owner or
manager; the farm or manor servant,

JUNG ==~ (German) One who is younger than another with whom he is
aisociated, such as a~son; (younger than his father) also
glory.

SCHLICHER =--
SCHMIDT == (German) A worker in metals; a smith or blacksmith.
WEYRICH =-

WILDERMUTH -- (Ggrman) Derived from Wildermut (unrestrained spirit);
the joyous gay spirited man; one who exhibits unpredict-
able behaviour.

*% NEW DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN NAMES by Elsdon C. Smith



YOUR _NAME

You got it +from your father,

‘“twas the best he had to give.
And most gladly he bestowed it,

It's yours the time you live.
You may lose the watch he gave you

And another you may claim
But remember when you're tempted,

To be careful of this name.
It was fair the day you got it,

And a worthy name to bear,
When he took it from his father,

There was no tarnish there.
Through the yvears he proudly wore it,

To his father he was true,
And that name had no dishonor,

When he passed it on to vou.
Oh, there’'s much that he has given

That he values not at all.
He watched you break yvour toys

In the days when you were small.
You may have lost the knife he gave vou

Arnd you scattered many a game
But vou’'ll never hurt your father

I+ you're careful with his name.
It is vours to wear forever,

All the many years you live
And it ‘s yours perhaps some morning,

A baby boy to give.
And vouw'll smile as did your father

With a smile that all can share,
I¥f a good name and a clean name,

You are giving him to wear !



FRELUDE

Early in my adulthood, I was fascinated with my family heritage
and often wondered where my old German ancestors had come from
and why they came to America and particularly why they had chossn
Marietta in Washington County, UOhio which seemed to me to be an
out of the way sort of place far removed from the Atlantic 5

saboard where immigrants first set foot on the shores of America.

What motivated them to leave their homes in Ewrope and how  and
when did they journey across the vast ocean and then almost four
hundred miles inland 7 Most of all, I wanted to know the names of
my auntsy; my uncles:; my cousinsy my grand-parents and the par-—
ticular towns in Europe where the Wildermuth and Flemings
originated. My father always said he was from the “hard-headed
Dutech"  and that they had come +From the Rhine River area of
Germany. My mother claimed to be of Welsh-Irish extraction but
she never seemed quite sure.

Finally late in the year of 19271 1 decided the time had come for
me to undertake this formidable task of sorting owut the Aunt
Emmass the cousin Marys the grandpa Johns and the Germans from
the Irish and to see just how far back I could carry our Ffamily
lines. At the outset, I didn’'t have the slightest idea of what a
fascinating Jjourney through history I was going to have and  Jjust
how totally the interest in my pursuit would become. There were
so many avenues to edplaore and each little piece of intformation
uncovered only whetted the appetite to search further and further
with utmost haste and anxiety. I soon +ound myseltd anxiously
awaiting the coming of the postman to see what new discovery 1
had unearthed in my guerries to distant court houses and keepers
of records.

Orie of my early pursuits was to write to my parents and aget them
to tell me all they could about their ancestors and relatives so
late in December of 1971, I wrote a letter to my mom and dad who
were still living in the old home town of Mariestta and ftold them
of my project and asked for all of the family information they
could give me.

O 17 January 1972, my father wrote back (a copy of his letter is
included in this family history).He gave me an excellent rundown
on his side of the Family and an excellent starting point.
Unfortunately, my mother could offer nothing saying that she just
didn‘t know anything of her family since there was seldom ever
any discussion of her relatives by her family.

i little background here might help explain my father 's response
and my mother s lack theresof.Throuwgheout his life, my father was
an extremely family oriented man. Not only with his own immediate



family but with his brothers and sisters and his father.
Throughout my early childhood, I have fond memories of my mother
and dad packing big basket dinners and going off on the week—-end
to visit one of his sister’'s happy and large families. My cousins
and I had many happy visits. The same was true with my mother g
only sister who chose to remain in Marietta and raise her family
but most of the Flemings had settled in or around Columbus and
Newark, Ohio and in the late 1920°'s and 30°'s those towns were a
long Jowney from Marietta so I never had much contact with those
aunts, uncles or cousins. My father s family on the other hand
stayed in or near Marietta for many yvears and thus were readily
acceseible for visits. I got to know them all very well and the
Wildermuth family seemsd like one big, close-knit happy clan.

With wmy dad’'s starting place and with e giving me his
grandfather’'s name, John, I was ready to start my search for
Wildermuths. My First starting place was the local library in
Orlando, Florida. This library had the reputation of having one
of the Ffinest genealogy departments in the south—east and after
having used it for many vears and having visited many, many
others throughout the eastern United States, I must agree that it
is the best. Very early in my search in the local library, I
tfound that there was a family genealogy on file in the Ohio State
Library of Congress in Columbus, Ohic for a Johann  David
Wildermuth. At first, I thought I had found a bonanza !'! Someone
had already traced the John Wildermuth family and their work was
on file. Immediately, I wrote to the Library of Congress and
asked for extracts of the genealogy on file. In reading through
it, I found many of the same given names for Wildermuthe that I
would be interested in but after several weeks of study and cross
checking, I sadly admitted to myself that this Johann David Wil-
dermuth was not my great grandfather Wildermuth. I couldn’'t he =so
luvcky. However in Appendix A& of this genealogy was a statement by
an old German, Dr. Hans Wildermuth, that " the Wuerttemburg Wil -~
dermuths have their origin in the village of Fleidelsheim and
Hielingshausenshausen near the small town of Marbach «.w.... in
the northeast of Stuttgart." I filed this bit of information away
in the back of my mind for futwe use when I should khow more
about my great grandfather Johann (John).

In the local library, I also found in the Passenger and Immigra-—
tion Lists Index, First Edition Volume % by F. William Fhilby and
Mary k. Mever , a listing +or a John M. Wildermuth who had ar-
rived in FPhiladelphia in 1852, My dad had said that his
grandtather had come from Germany to Fhiladelphia. Maybe this was
the one 1 wanted. I also found in the Fhiladelphia Naturalization
Records, Book II, a listing for John M. Wildermuth from Germany
in which he had made a declaration of intention and/or oath of
allegiance on the first day of November 1832. If this was the man
that 1 was looking 4or there muzt be immigration papers on file
in Fhiladelphia that would give me his place of origin. Mayhe I
was making progresc.

I next turned to the copies of the various censuses on File  in



the Orlando library and looked through the one for Washington
County, Uhioc for the census year 1860, Sure enough among the Free
Inhabitants, Frd Ward, Marietta City in the County of Washington,
State of Ohio, there was & John M. Wildermuth, age 29, a
shoemaker from Wuerrttemburg, Germany and he was living in the
household of one William Rossar who was A& shoemaker also. M.
Rossar , age A8, was from the Duchy of Baden, Germany but his
wife Frederika was from Wuerrttemburg. Ferhaps she was Jobn M. 's
sister.

1 checked again in Fhilby’'s books and found an entry for Mr.
Roeser and it appeared that the Roesers and John M.  Wildermuth
were traveling together and had arrived in Fhiladelphia at the
came time. Now I had my great grandfather traced Ffrom Mariethta
back +to Fhiladelphia and I knew his middle name (Germans Were
among the first to use middle names and they placed a lot of sig-
nificance to the middle name) started with M. Now if there were
other Johann Wildermuths, I rould discard all of those whose
middle name started with something other than M. Marriage,
children’'s births and finally +the death records for Johann M.
Wildermuth were easily found in the Frobate Court records on file

irm the Washington County Couwrt House and 1 hegan to  gather
together & more complete background on my great grandfather. 1
still needed, however, the immigration records and especially the
citizenship records in order to find Herr Wildermuth s place of
origin in Germany.

I wrote to Fhiladelphia for the cowrt records listed in Mr.
Fhilby ‘s Immigration Index and the only record on file was the
intent to become an American citizen and according to the record
keeper in Fhiladelphia County Herr Johann M. Wildermuth el ther
didn‘t take out citizenship in Fhiladelphia or as many immigrants
he simply did not complete all of the steps necessary. A check in
several other Federal Court houses (Chicago, Fittsburgh etc.)
provided no records.  For several months, I checked all of the
ship’'s passenger lists for ships arriving in Philadelphia, Fen-
neylvania in 1847 that I could find but found no listing. At this
point, I was stymied and could think of no other place to look
for records. At least, I had traced the patriarch of my Wilder-
muth clan back to his port of entry into the United States. lUntil
I could think of someother place to search, I now turned my at-
tention to the elusive and shadowy Flemings.

My mother had always said that she was born in Waverly, Fleasant
County, West Virginia and many times as we were going east on old
Route 7 along the Ohio River to visit my Aunt Margaret Wildermuth
Clark who lived in Newport, Ohio , my mother would always point
arross the Dhio River just below St. Marys, West Virginia and say
that that was where she was born and raised. A check with the
Fleasant County Court House showed no birth certificate for Sadye
Irene Fleming and the same was true in Wood County, the adjacent
county to Fleasant County. Tn fact my mother could never find a
birth record on file in any of the nearby West Virginise Counties
and at +the time of her becoming eligible for Social Security



proot of date of birth was most difficult and had to be done
through friends of the family attesting to her birth. One must
remember that travel throughout rural West Virginia in 1900 was
extremely difficult. The hilly terrain, the lack of adeguate
roads, the fording of countless streams made rural travel most
difficult. I remember going with my family in the 1930°s back in
the hills of West Virginia to attend a burial in the Fleming
family cemetery, only a few miles from ow home in Marietta and
the trip was most arduous taking all day and we had to ford good
sized streams, climb steep slippery red clay hills and it was
like being in the forests of picneer days. It is easy to under-
stand why births in rural West Virginia never got recorded. There
were no doctors in attendence at the birth (mostly mid-wives) and
word of a birth was primarily spread by word of mouth with noone
taking official notice. In later vears, I did find most of my
mother 's younger brother and sister’'s births recorded in the Wood
County Court House in Farkersburg, West Virginia but I never
found my mother 's.

I must say that the census takers in West Virginia did an  out-
standing Jjob because it was through the old censuses that I was
able to trace my Fleming ancestors from the time they entered
Virginia (now MWest Virginia) from Maryland and traveled west
along old U.5. FRoute S0. Having established their presence at a
given census year, [ was then able to visit the many county court
houses and obtain copies of birth, marriage, death, wills and
land records to make my family genealogy as complete as it is.
Every date and/or location +From John Fleming of Montgomery
County, Maryland in the 1750°'s to my mother ‘s time has heen docu-
mented by records. Information pricr to John Fleming of
Montgomery County has been gained primarily from my good psn-pal
and fellow Fleming genealogist, Mr. Michael @G, Roberts, &82
Springwater Drive, Akron, Ohio 443173 whom I have never personal ly
met. I have closely checked all of his information and except for
the John Fleming who came from Ireland (he was Scotch however —-—
Scoth Irish or a Scot living in Northern Ireland) I have varified
all of the information.

In August 1984, almost three years atter my last correspondence
with the archivist for the city of Fhniladelphia and with no in-
tervening word, I received a letter explaining that after telling
me there was no Record of Maturalization for  Johann Michael
Widermuth that one had been found and it was subseguently sent to
me. How the archivist remembered the name after three years is a
mystery to me but I was most grateful to receive it for it showed
me that Johann had not come into the Fort of Fhiladelphia but had
actuslly landed in New York. Now someday, time permitting, per-
haps I can check through the ship arrivals in New York City to
find the ship and its port of debarkstion in Germany. Sometimes
ship’'s passenger lists give a physical description of the
HESSENQUer . That would be interesting for I have no picture of
Johann. In the meantime, I wrote a letter to the burgermeisters
(mayors) of Marbach, Fleidelsheim and Rielingshousen, Germany
seeking any records of a 17 yvear old Johann Michasl who may have



left their city for the United States in 1847. All FEsponses came
back negative. I had also used the records of +the Latter Day
Saints in Salt Lake City and from & computer print-out I found
there were also some Wildermuths who lived in  a village called
Grossaspach so  out of desperation I wrote to that city’s mavor.
He passed the letter along to a genealogist in that city and by
checking old church records they found that Johann was in fact
born in Grossaspach. Going back three more generations the grand
patriarch of my line of Widermuths, Herr Andreus Wildermuth, did
originate in Rielingshausen where Dr. Hans Wildermuth had said
the Wuerrttemberg Wildermuths had their origin.

This has been a fascinating Jouney for me back through some two
and & half centuries and genealogy has been & most rewarding
hobby  for me. After some eighteen vyears of pleasurable but at
times frustrating and almost maddening work, I have only one
regret. That regret is that [ did not start early enough to be
able to share my findings with my dear parents whom I am positive
would have been as interested and fascinated as I.

I am now leaving copies of this my great hobby to my sisters; my
children; a copy to the Latter Day Saints’ Library in Salt Lake
City, Utah and a copy to the local library here in the city of
Orlando, Florida. To any future tamily genealogists I say there
is s5till a lot of work to be done; a lot of questions to be
answered and a lot of rewarding records to be found by som=one
who is inquisitive enough and interested enough to dig, dig, dig.
HAFFY HUNTIMG it



DIE FAMILIEN WILDERMUTH

As Dr. Hans Wildermuth, son of Johann David  Wildermuth stat
"The Wuerttemburg Wildermuths have their origin in the villages
of Fleidelsheim and Riedenshausen (Rielingshausen) near the small
town of Marbach in the North East of Stuttgart."The International
Genealogical Index on file in  the Church of +the Latter Day
Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah lists countless Wildermuths in the
towns af Fleidelsheim, Rizlingshausen, Grossaspach and
Neckarskreis. These small towns about 20 kilometers northeast of
Stuttgart and lying midway betwsen National Road 14 and the Fast
Tratfic Route 81 just west of the tairly large city of EBacknang
were the centers of my gueries to the burgermeisters (mavors) of
each city. Only from Grossaspach did I. get a positive answer con-—
cerning great—grandfather Johann Michael.

Along  the wav, I learned that there is a Wildermuth Strasse
(straet) in Tublingen, Germanv alzo in this genaral érea. This
street iz named atter Uttilie Wildermuth, wife of Dr. Jaoha
David Wildermuth a German high school professor. NMttilie
guite a famous posttess.

earliest Wildermuth that I have found to date and one who had
origin in Rizlingshausen is Andreus Wildermuth. Andreus was
in Rielingshausen in about 1745, I have not attempted +to
anvthing  out  about Gndireus simply becausse my nnal at the
st was to b

orand—+ather Johann Michael back to his

[ I am i BEndreus records are in the Frotestant
b Eamkﬁ i aof Rielingshausen and tioes pmrm1tt3nﬂ I
Ty all the intormation about him that [ czn

IAFSF date.  Une must besp in mind that doing ressarch  in
ALy wWhen ane doesn t o vread or o write the language iz 3 slow and

dif+icult  task. O+ Andreus., our touwrth areat-grandfa
Pncu that he was the father ot adam Wildermuth and that h
*3 i gardener) 1in Rie lln-rhaurnﬁ wihere his son
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‘a ‘SEPARATE RETURN

, in order of birth, stated..

d

OR TYPEWRITTEN IN UNFADING INK.
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¥OR BINDING
a birth
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" MARGIN RESERVF™
must be made for each, and the numbe: .t each c

THIS CERTIFICATE SHALL BR PRINTED L¥

N. B—In case of mors than one ci

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

DOCUMENT#1

~ {I7 ot In hospital oF nstitution. FIve atrest or locatien)
(d) Mother’s stay before delivery:

Reg. Dist Noi_ _Lo44 COLUMBUS E BIRTH State File No. . DAVI-1
N CERTIFICATE OF LIV Registrar’s No.

PrrmuryRcs.Dht.No.___ﬁ_Qﬁi De . at en— Bareau of the € gistrar's INo

1. PLACE OF BIRTH: 2. USUAL RESIDENCE OF MOTHER:

| (a) Co‘_xi:!y_;___ﬁa.lb_‘lngtan (a) State Ohio

o W d Chio(s) County Washington
Name' of hospital or institution:

() Numisof hotpit” v ¥ ” (¢) City or village Waterford, Ohio

(1f outaide city or village, write RURAL)

In hospital or institulionw'lbl:t&’il &mgg e (d) Street No. T e
) 4. DATE OF
SFULLNAME  DOROTHY MARIE DAVIS prra__Feb. 24, 1920
5. Sex: - |6. Twin If so—born lst, 7. Number months 7a. Weight at | 7b. Congenital lB Is mother
Female |~ Triplet 2d, or 3d of pregnancy Q birth | Malformation married? Ya g
FATHER OF CHILD : MOTHER OF CHILD
9. Full name__Homer E, Davias 15. Full maiden name___3€581e M, Hill

10. Color or race_Wh1 t@ 11. Age at time of this birth25 yrs.
12. Birthplace Ohio

(City, town, or county)

(Btate or foreign country)

13. Usual occupation Truck Driver

14. Industry or business

16. Color or race_WH 118 17. Age at time of this birth _1Gyrs.
18. Birthplace Onhin

(City, town, or county)

19. Usual occupation____ Honscewi fe

20. Industry or business

(State or foreign country:

91. Children born to this mother not inclading this child__ L

22, Mother’s usual mailing address:

(a) How many other children of this mother are now living?__l__ _Waterford, Ohio
(b) How many other children were born alive but are now dead?Q_| : ;
(c) How many children were born dead? 0 ! Do not write i l
(The tota! of a-b-c should equal Item 21) { in this space : | ‘
23. I hereby certify that I attended the birth of this child who was born alive at the hour of _ 11215 AM on the date above state
and that thc information given was furnished by. related to this child as
24. Date received by local registrar 3-10-25 H Signatm__—_H; E. Dickson, M, D,
i (Specity it physician, licensed midwife or other)

H. B. Yarnall l

26. Date on which given name added

25. Registrar's signature

By i
(Title) !

Address
Date signed

Waterford, Qhio
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rom the left:
Mary Davis age 5
Dorothy Davis ag
Retty Davis age




From the left: Mary Davis - age 6;
age 5 and Petty Davis - age 4

Why so glum ?

Trom the left: Dorothy Davis -
Davis and Mary Davis.

c

ute little puppies and cute little bare
feet.



DOROTHY DAVIS IN 1943

-3
TOROTHY DAVIS IN 1944
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Left to right in back:
ra Sue and Terrie Lee Wildermuth

an, Robert Earl Sr,, Dorthy Marie
and Fobby Jr,

circa: 1968
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Dorothy Marie busy at her hobby making quilts.

circa: 1G88
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